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Tue Annuat Meerina. Tue Dinner. 


The fifty-ninth annual meeting of the R.C.V.S.| If the coincidence of Derby day and our Annual 
was held on Wednesday at Red Lion Square, and | ™eeting has little effect upon the numbers attending 
was noticeable in two respects—the unavimity with |!” the morning at Red Lion Square, it has a great 
which the annual report was adopted, and the numeri- | effect upon the numbers attending the Dinner in the 
cal smallness of the meeting. The metropolis sup- | Cvening. One marked and most objectionable effect 

lied 16 members and the provinces 14. 1f we de- |! that it limits our guests and eliminates the stars— 
duct from those present the Members of Council, less | the wise and eminent—who are so desirable at the 
than 20 men put in an appearance at the meeting. | banquet and so often useful afterwards. If it could 
What is the significance of this small attendance ? | be arranged that our annual meeting never coincided 
Some say that the annual report was so satisfactory | with the Epsom meeting we should reap distinct ad- 
and the position of the profession so unobjectionable | vantages. The change is not worth a New Charter, 
that there was no call for neglecting the duties of | but whenever another charter is added to our long 
daily practice. Some will doubtless blame the | and venerable list the day of our annual meeting 
weather, whilst others think that the occurrence of | should be altered. 
the Epsom saturnalia on the same day as our yearly | = 
meeting greatly interferes with the numbers at Red | 
Lion Square. Probably all these things are factors | Tue Nationa Verertmany Association. 
against a big meeting, and if we add the chapter of | 
accidents and the 2,000 men who take no interest in | This year’s meeting will take place at the rooms of 
the matter we have & tolerably full explanation. the Society of Arts, Adelphi, London, on the 29th 
Still, we cannot help thinking there is something not and 30th of July. On the day following—Thursday 
quite satisfactory about the want of interest displayed | July 3lst—the members attending will be invited 
in the one yearly meeting of the profession. A ful | with their lady friends to a trip on the Thames. 
meeting always leads to some discussion of the report, | This note is necessary, as some confusion has 
and the interchange of views is advantageous. There | arisen about the date. 
is another point worth noticing—the annual meeting | 
is the one opportunity for a kindly recognition of the | 
work done by our Council, at their own expense. | 
The eight or ten visits to London made yearly by Tue Boarp or Acricunrure tx Partiamenr. 
nearly every member of Council means a sacrifice of | 
time and money which cannot be repaid, but which) n page 760 we reprint a rather belated report of 
is made to feel lighter by the appearance of a large | the proceedings in Parliament when the Civil Service 
number of practitioners manifesting interest in the | Nstimates were under discussion. Quite a large num- 
work done. We rather doubt whether “ Derby Day” | ber of subjects were referred to, and Mr. Hanbury 
prevents a dozen men from coming to Red Lion | took the opportunity of making one of his long and 


Square on the first Wednesday in June. | clever political speeches. The most important work 
'of the Department is the control of the diseases of 


‘animals, but the President astutely directed his re- 
E ; oF CoUNCILMEN | marks chiefly to water in butter, and the education of 
ee a ee agricultural youth under the coming guidance of the 


Our short report of the annual meeting gives the | parson and the Vounty Councils. . 
result of the election in full. There are two new! Last year there was no death from hydrophobia, 
members—Mr. Over, of Rugby, and Mr. Banham, of | but glanders killed five human beings. — Of course 
Cambridge—both good representatives, one remark- | Mr. Hanbury noticed rabies and said nothing of glan- 
able for his ceaseless activity, and the other for his | ders. No disease of animals in the Board’s schedule, 
genial shrewdness. Mr. Dollar with the highest except swine fever, causes so many fatalities as glan- 
number of votes, and Mr. Banham successful, sug- | ders—-yet this disease is the one which the Board 
gests that the electors have to some extent been guided | deliberately ignores year after year. 
in their voting by the complaints made as to the, _ 
manner in which the Council conducts its disciplinary | 
duties. Verily, it is a guileless electorate. 
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VETERINARY UNIVERSITY DEGREES 
AND CERTIFICATES. 


The veterinary profession is unique and fortunate 
in having but one portal for entrance into its ranks. 
Whatever rivalry may exist between the teaching 
schools it will not affect the status of the examina- 
tions, and students are all placed on a similar basis. 

There is no danger of degree granting bodies 
springing up at every quarter and endeavouring to 
attract students by lowering the standard of exami- 
nation. We venture to say that if a vote were taken 
from the total of the practising members of the pro- 
fession the result would be in favour of the present 
system of licensing. From time to time we are told 
that if a University degree could be obtained in 
veterinary science marked benefits would result to the 
profession. However this may be, itis of vital im- 
portance that two objects should be kept in view. 

First .—That no one should be permitted to prac- 
tise unless he holds the membership diploma of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Second :— That no University degree in Veterinary 
science should be granted unless the candidate has 
already obtained the diploma of the R.C.V.5S. 

Given these conditions it matters very little how 
many Universities are willing to grant degrees in 
veterinary science. We doubt if the possession of 
such degrees would prove of any value to the holders, 
from a financial point of view, as the public care 
little or nothing for an extra handle to a practi- 
tioner’s name. 

We are told that for any of the great Universities 
to condescend to notice our profession we should be 
extremely thankful, it will raise our status and place 
us on the equality with other professions. Again 
we are sceptical, and sufficiently independent in our 
views to believe that we can flourish and hold our 
own even if the existence be occasionally an isolated 
one, and much prefer such a condition to acting the 
part of a parasite, even to the noblest of Universities. 

The Fellowship degree of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons can be rendered as high a dis- 
tinction as any University degree. There is nothing 
to prevent it being placed on a similar basis to the 
F.R.C.S. of England. If those who are yearning 
and craving for the crumbs of the University and do 
not consider the present examination sufficiently dis- 
tinctive or severe would only make attempts to raise 
the standard to their ideal, more good would result 
than begging for University favours. 

Lately it was suggested to recognise class tickets 
from Universities in certain subjects in lieu of those 
to be obtained from the veterinary schools. 

Even ignoring the fact that special teaching is re- 
quisite in all subjects for our profession, we must 
consider the position of the teaching schools. How 
are they to keep up an efficient staff of teachers and 
enter into competition with rich universities? The 
teachers are the integral part of a school, without 
them the finest architecture and modern appliances 
are useless. Efficient teachers are not of mushroom 
growth, and the number of students at present at- 








from class fees. Itis only fair to the founders of 
schools and to the teachers that attendance at their 
classes shall be compulsory, and that none others 
chall be recognised. 

It is quite time that the veterinary profession 
should be independent, and cease to look up to the 
medical as a paragon of perfection and with 
righteous awe. 

If we are to judge by two papers recently read 
before a section of the Royal Academy of Medicine in 
Ireland, our professional education is not held in 
very high estimation in medical circles. This is not 
an isolated instance, as if we read medical journals 
we frequently find it asserted that medical men should 
occupy the posts of meat and dairy inspectors ; at 
least the veterinary surgeons should be in the posi- 
tion of assistants at the work. We are perfectly 
well aware of the ignorance of the average medical 
man on the subject of animal diseases and of every- 
thing connected with animals. No doubt many of 
them will profess to a profound knowledge of these 
subjects ; but if this knowledge is put to a test it 
fails miserably. 

Let us take a firm stand and show the public that 
we are determined to secure those posts that should 
be ours by right, and that we are specially fitted to 
carry out the necessary duties. 

Let us also have complete control over our exami- 
nations, and not permit any other teaching centre to 
interfere with our rights, by granting any licence to 
practice. There is no necessity to hang on to the 
tail of a University and beg for favours therefrom ; 
we surely possess sufficient independence and intellect 
to manage our own affairs. 

On thing is certain, viz., that if University 
degrees in veterinary science are granted, without 
first requiring the candidates to obtain the diploma 
of the R.C.V.S., it will be a very serious state of 
affairs for the profession, as it will be putting in “ the 
thin end of the wedge” for having more than one 
diploma granting body in Great Britain. 

EK. Watxiis Hoare, F.R.C.V.S. 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





SHouLpeR Srrain iN Carte. 

‘According to Henzr prognosis may always be 
favourable. Treatment consists of absolute rest 
(i.e. from work), if the pain is very acute a plaster of 
clay and vinegar, or counter irritation with an 
ammonia liniment. Turpentine is too irritant ; and 
butter of antimony damages the skin. Jn chronic 
cases a cure may be effected by a hypodermic injec- 
tion of brine the cure resulting within a month.— 
Annales de Méd. Vet. 


Pievuro-Pneumonia (?) oF THE Upper. 


Nocard has been experimenting with pleuro-pneu- 
monia matter in the udder. 
Into the right hind teat of a cow 1 ¢.c. of serum 


tending the schools cannot represent a large amount | from a cow affected was introduced. The serum wa, 
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not of a very virulent character for it did not produce | peristalsis and defecation were re-established The 
death in three other cows injected hypodermically. animal desired to drink but refused solids The 

After the injection the udders and quarter devel- | weakness of the pulse persisted. The urine collected 
oped an enormous phlegmonous swelling, with a|on the preceding day was brown, viscous, loaded with 
temp. 41°, followed by suppuration from the milk albumin, some hematin. many lonncevies. crystals of 
duct. . oxalate of lime and epithelial debris. | 

The pus from the duct preserved its pleuro-pneu- | Some days later when the animal appeared to be 
monic virulence two months after date of inocula. all right, the urine was normal. ” 
tion, for sown on Martin’s broth abundant pure | Another horse shewing similar symptoms was 
colonies of the characteristic pleuro microbe devel- | treated in the same manner. Two days after there 
oped, and these injected hypodermically into two | was loss of power in the hind quarters which con: 
cows produced a very intense and increasedly viru- | tinued for many months. but gradually disappeared 
lent attack. Whereas material fom common mas- | The urine was highly albuminous and probably the 
titis produced no pleuro. Hence Nocard concludes ; | pain arose from nephritis. The V.S. suggests that 

1. That pleuro may be produced by introducing | wheu colic does not arise from indigestion an exami 








infective material into the milk duet. ; | nation of the urine will aid in diagnosis.—Ree. d. 
2. That a pure culture may be obtained from this | Ald. Vét, F. K.P. 
inoculation. P | ree 
3. That the microbe so derived is more virulent | 
than that obtained from lung serum. |Accipents Causep sy Execrric Tramways wir 





al 4 4 . 
4. That the microbe is capable of long resistance | = Superriciat, Contacr.—By M. Canior. 
and prolonged vitality.— Rec. de Méd. Vét. | 
At the instance of the Municipal Council of Paris a 
Fout Opour rrom AscaripEs. series of experiments regarding the effect of elec 
a | tricity on horses was undertaken by M. Cadiot in 
Several cases are reported from different quarters | order to arrive at some data regarding horses killed 
of a foul stench in calves both before and after death | by accident on the electric tramways of Paris. An 
arising from the presence of ascarides. The smell | exhaustive series of experiments was undertaken, 


is something like ether, ammonia, and methylated | and he arrives at the following conclusions : 


spirits, very irritating to the eyes and nose and per-| 1. A current of 100 volts is sufficient to cause a 
sistent after cooking. In one case there were 39% slight shock, witha sharp flexion of the knees. 
worms, 121 male, 272 female.— Jour. de Méd. Vét. | 9. A current of from 200 to 100 volts will cause 
' the horse to fall. 
Hypertropuy or THE Heart. | 3. Asharpcurrent of very short duration of 550, 


A mare, 12 years old, fell suddenly while plough- | 600, or even 700 volts is not generally fatal and will 
ing. After a few moments she tried to rise, but fell “hot even give rise to severe or permanent lesions. 
heavily, striking her head with great force upon the| ?/: If a current of 500 or 550 volts is continued 
ground. The V.S found her lying upon her side, the result is fatal, death taking place in a few 
mucous membrane of the mouth livid, pulse thready, minutes.—(Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, May 15th, 
respirations stertorous ; delirium quickly set in and | 1902. 
was followed by death. 

On post-mortem was found about 15 litres of blood | 
in the abdominal cavity ; the posterior vena cava at 


Josnua A, Nunn, Vet.-Lt.-Col. 


about 10 cm. from its origin was about double its | ’ 
normal size. In front of the dilatation was an oval Royal College ot 
aperture 3 cm. long, 2 wide, with congested margins. Weterinarp Surgeons. 


The heart was much hypertrophied ; the right ovary aie 
was cystic.—Rev. Vet. : 
Coxic or Rena Orie. FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 
A horse, 9 years old, developed loss of appetite | A meeting of the Court of /xaminers for this 
and frequent uneasiness. V.S. found a dry skin, | Degree was beld on the 10th of May last. Kight 
cold extremities, pale membranes, small pulse, almost ; candidates entered for the examination and the 
imperceptible, loins arched and stiff, flanks tucked following is a list of those who passed and duly re- 
up and belly soft. A dose of ether followed by an ceived the Diploma :— 


injection of eserine and pilocarpine was of no effect. | 3 tt Velie See 
When loose the animal lay down very carefully. | EL. Stroud, Paddington. 
Rectal exploration revealed nothing. A few drops W.S. Mulvey, Chelsea. 
of blackish urine were passed. Colic remained in J. Bell, Catford. 
A. A. Johnson, London. 


spite of injections of morphia and persisted all night IT Coley, A.V.D. 
and next morning when the pulse called for more | ~ +e 


i i | The examiners were Professor J. Macqueen, Mr. W. 
i men was so intense} ‘The examiners wer 
ether. The distension of the abdorm ere Than 


as to threaten asphyxiation, so the cecum was pune: os ee 
tured. Next day there was a marked improvement, | _ LO eae a 
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MAY EXAMINATIONS IN SCOTLAND. 


At meetings of the Board of examiners held in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow on May 16th for the 
Written Examinations, and on and between May 
20th and 23rd for the Oral and Practical Exami- 
nations, the following gentlemen passed their Final 
Examination and were admitted Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons ;— 


Dick COLLEGE. 


Mr. G. E. Anderson Mr. M. Purcell 

W. J. Colehatch T. B. Redding 
E. Dunstan J. D. Whitehead 
J. Forbes J.C. Argo * 

F. H. Leech * E. Wardrop 


W. Munslow 
New CoLueGce. 
| Mr. H. Kirby 


GLAsGow COLLEGE. 


Mr. G. W. Weir * Mr. H. G. Rogers 
N. H. Macalister 


The following passed their Third Examination :— 


Mr. W. A. Elder 


Dick COLLEGE. 
Mr. R. E. Montgomery t 
R. Murray 
J. H. Ripley * 
W. A. Simson. 


NEw COoLLeEGeE. 


Mr. 8. Elley * Mr. J. C. Smith 
R. Jones C. Wadlow 
R. Mairs * 


Mr. A. H. Andrew * 
W. K. Barron 
C. Cameron 
J. G. Catell * 


GLASGOW COLLEGE. 
Mr. P. F. Tubridy | Mr. J. F. Rankin 


The following passed their Second Examination : 
Dick COLLEGE. 
Mr. J. C. Bowden * | Mr. W. J. Moody * 
J. Donaldson | D.S. Rabagliati t+ 
A. de R. Gordon * A. A. White 
T. Jack 
NEW COLLEGE. 
| Mr. E. W. Nickson * 
J. B. Chadwick K. P. Rankin 
H. E. Cross * H. Robinson 
E. E. Elphick R. Tindle 
J. A. Fearnside H. A. Turner * 
S. H. Gaiger * A. Whitehead 
J. Macauley 
GLASGOW COLLEGE. 
Mr. A. V. Maynard Mr. W. P. Begg 
W. W. Campbell L. S. Sedgwick * 
D. MacLeod J.B. Thorn t+ 


The following passed their First Examination ;— 
Dick CoLLEGeE. 
Mr. C. W. Cartwright Mr. W. Richardson 
C. R. Chadwick T. W. Smith 
A. T. Crowther H. A. Stewart 


F. Davidson B. Selous * 
W. A. Doughty A. Taylor * 


Mr. J. Aitken 


















































New COLLEGE. 


Mr. R. C. Allinson Mr. H. R. Laycock 


R. F. Betts J. Sheftield 
W. Catteral C. Taylor 
J. Dods 


GLascow COLLEGE. 
Mr. W. Holliday | Mr. A. Jackson 
A. Douglas * W. Hill 
W. Anderson G. McCall 
R. RurHerrorp, F.R.C.V.S. 
Secretary Board of Examiners. 
May 31, 1902. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


The 59th annual meeting was held at the College, 10 
Red Lion Square, Holborn, W.C., on Wednesday, June 
4th, 1902. Present: Mr. Alexander Lawson, President, 
in the chair, Messrs. J. Wilson Barret, J. Ward, Major 
Owles, J. McKinna, G. Wartnaby. J. A. W. Dollar, 
Thomas <A. Dollar, Gooch, Hurndall, Shave, Mac- 
Cormack, Woodroffe Hill, Wragg, Dawes, Blakeway, 
Dawson, Mulvey, Slocock, Clarke, Banham, Gray, Mac- 
Arthur, Duck, Mason, Cope, King, and Porch. 

The SECRETARY having read the notice convening the 
meeting, the minutes of the last annual general meeting 
and of the special general meeting were, on the motion 
of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. Wragg, taken as read 
and confirmed. 

The SECRETARY announced that the scrutineers report- 
ted that the following was the result of the poll for the 
election of Council : 


ELECTED. 


Dollar 871 Penberthy 57 

Mason 694 Over 486 
Abson 662 Fraser 485 
Duck 594 Banham 465 

Nor ELecrep. 

Allen 428 Clarke 402 
Gray 412 | King 385 
Pritchard 402 | West 132 


On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. 
Blakeway, the annual report was received. 

The PRESIDENT announced that the report was open 
for discussion, but nobody rising to make any remarks, 
on the motion of Prof. Shave, seconded by Mr. Gooch, 
the annual report was adopted. 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 

Mr. F. W. Wraac, in proposing a vote of thanks to 
the President for the very able manner in which he had 
conducted the business of the meeting, said that Mr. 
Lawson had been placed in a very awkward position by 
the strong discussion which had taken place on the re- 
port (laughter), and the members would be failing in their 
duty unless they passed him a vote of thanks. 

Mr. J. A. W. Dottar seconded the resolution which 
was carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT, in reply, thanked the members for the 
kind manner in which the vote of thanks had been 
adopted. The meeting had been a very short one, in- 
deed it seemed to him he had had the good fortune dur- 
ing his presidential year to have nothing but short 
meetings. All the Council meetings had been con- 
cluded in some of the shortest times on record, the last 
meeting being the longest. The present meeting finished 
up in a very pleasant way his year of office. All the 
officials connected with the Council had been very kind 








W. K. Johnstone G. Taylor * 

W. Laing R. W. Thompson * 
J. H. McCrea A. E. Willett * | 
A. Pollard | 


to him, and they and the members of the profession were 
again exhibiting their kindness that day by carrying the 
business through with such expedition. 
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On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. 


McKinna, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the | 


scrutineers for their kindness in undertaking the arduous 
duties connected with the ballot for the election ot 
members of Council. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
The quarterly meeting was beld at the George Hotel, 


Rugby, on Tuesday afternoon, May 13th. The President, 
Mr. T. Chambers, of Dudley, occupied the chair, and 


among the members present were Prof. Macqueen, | 


Messrs. W. Hunting, London ; J. Blakeway, Birming- 
ham; T. J. Merrick (treasurer), Northampton; F. L. 
Gooch, Stamford ; H. Olver, Tamworth ; F. A. Simpkin, 
Market Harborough ; H. Barrett, Nuneaton ; W. S. 
Carless, 


Barber, Rugby ; A. Over, R. Over, Rugby ; E. Beddard, 
Wolverhampton ; A. Hodgkins, Hanley ; H. D. Pritchard, 
Wolverhampton ; F. W. Wragg, London ; R. C. Trigger, 
Newcastle, Staffs; F. H. Gibbings, Nottingham ; 


Daventry ; and the hon. sec. Mr. H. J. Dawes, of West 
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Worcester ; H. Collett, West Bromwich ; J. W. | 
Coe, Stoke-on-Trent ; T. Duckworth, Ashbourne ; J. §. | 


: (), | 
Hills, Leamington ; W. J. Ison, Atherstone ; W. Grasby, | 


753 


| opinion that the occasion was one on which an important 
Association like this ought to be represented. Mr Hunt- 
jing added that some interesting veterinary papers were 
| read, and it was a mistake to suggest that the profession 
/was badly served at the Institute. 

| plied to another Congress altogether. 
| After some discussion it was resolved, on the motion of 
‘Mr. Gooch, seconded by Mr. Beddard, that the Presi- 
dent and Hon. Sec. be delegated to represent the Asso 
| clation at the Congress, and that they be allowed a sum 
| not exceeding four guineas each towards defraying their 
travelling and hotel expenses, . 


That objection ap 


Tue EvLecrion ron Councit. 


_ The How, Src. said he had received several letters 
‘from the secretaries of the Yorkshire, Lancashire, and 
Kastern Counties Veterinary Medical Associations with 
reference to the coming election of Council. It had 
been their custom to unite their forces and support each 
other’s candidates, dividing the expenses between them. 
After conferring with the President he had written on 
behalf of this Association saying that they would be 
pleased to continue the arrangement. The Hon. See’s 
action in this direction was now contirmed 

After the meeting, when it was believed there were 
two extra vacancies fer Council, a veneral wish was ex 
| pressed that Mr. A. Over, of Rugby, should stand, and 
he having promised to do so the President at once 
nominated him, believing that he was consulting the best 
wishes of the Association in so doing. 


Bromwich. The only visitor present was Capt. Hayes, of 


Rugby. 


Letters or telegrams of apology for non-attendance | 


were announced trom Profs. M’Fadyean, McCall, Pen- 
berthy, Pritchard, Messrs. Green and Son, Ludlow, 
Woolston, Beach, Hobson, Lawson, R. Carless, Malcolm, 
Cox, Barling, J. Blakeway, A. W. Mason, Thackeray, 


Cole, Bainbridge, Forsyth, Powell, Reynolds, Burchnall, | 


Connell, Wartnaby and Sadler, W. Carless, I'reer, 


Prickett, McGregor, and others. 
THe PRESIDENT’s HosPITALiry. 


3y the invitation of the President the company 


lunched together, and at the close of a well served repast | 


Mr. Beddard, on behalf of taose present, proposed the 
President’s health, acknowledging in suitable terms the 
great hospitality he had displayed. The toast was drunk 
with much heartiness, and the President, in response, 
said his reward was the pleasure of welcoming so many 


old friends. 
NOMINATIONS AND NEW MEMBERS. 


The reading of the minutes and other preliminaries 
having been observed, Mr. Coe nominated for member- 
ship Mr. Tart, of Loughton. Mr. Tart’s name will be 
submitted at the next meeting. 

Two old members who had resigned and whose names 
were submitted at the previous meeting for re-election, 
were accepted. They were Mr. James BLAKEWAY, of 
Stourbridge, proposed by the Hon. Sec., and seconded by 
the President : and Mr. B. Freer, of Uppingham, pro 
posed by the Hon. Sec., and seconded by Mr. Barber. 


TAKEN AS READ. 


The rules of the Association had undergone no change 
during the past year, it was therefore decided on the 
motion of the President, seconded by Mr. Gibbings, to 
take them as read. 


Tue Sanitary INSTITUTE. 


The letter held over from the previous meeting from 
the Secretary of the Sanitary Institute, inviting the Asso 
ciation to send delegates to the next annual congress, to 

held in Manchester in September next, was con- 
sidered. 

Mr. Huntrxc and other members expressed the 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. T. Cuampers. 


Gentlemen,— My first duty is to thank you one and all 
for the honour you have conferred upon me by electing 
me your president for the current year. [| can assure you 
[ appreciate your kindness, knowing full well that this is 
| the greatest honour this Association can bestow upon any 
‘of its members. I am also deeply sensible of the impor- 

tance of the office, and it was with some reluctance that 
I accepted it, but feeling certain that | should have the 
/support of all of you | made up my mind to accept the 
honour, and at the same time resolved to carry out the 
duties to the best of my ability. 

[ have attained my majority in the Association this 
year, as it is 21 years since | was elected a member, and 
during that time | have made many friends in the pro 
_fession by attending the meetings, and I trust I have not 

an enemy amongst you 

Some years ago I acted as hon, sec. to this Association 
for two or three years and [| can assure you it was a 
labour of love. I often look back to those happy times 
and wish I could have them overagain. I have not been 
such a regular attendant at your meetings the past few 
years as | ought, but | suppose getting on in years makes 
one a trifle slower, and another thing | have been single 
handed for some time, and could not always get away 
when I wished. And assome of you are aware | have 
taken some interest in the municipal work of the town 
in which I live, and this work seems to grow more and 
more every year, and this no doubt has kept me from 
attending our as often as I should have 
wished, 

This Association has increased in its membership very 
much since I first joined, and I am pleased to see that 
it is still growing. I have heard some very useful and 
instructive papers read and discussed at our meetings, 
but I think there are subjects on the tapis at the present 
time most important to the welfare of our profession, 
and I trust during my year of office I shall hear the 
opinion of every member upon the same, viz., the 
treatment of members of our profession by the War 
Office, and the Board of Agriculture. 
| With regard to the War Office I consider it an ever- 
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lasting disgrace appointing a colonel of Artillery Inspec- 
tor of veterinary hospitals in South Africa. Surely we 
have a man in the Army capable of doing the work better 
than Colonel Long? and I trust every veterinary asso- 
ciation will take the advice of the Editor of The Veterv- 
nary Record and pass resolutions condemning this treat- 
ment, and forward same to all the local Members of 
Parliament. I will promise you that I will see our mem- 
ber and put the case before him on the very first oppor- 
tunity. I have noticed an advertisement in 7’he Record 
for several weeks wanting men for South Africa—I am 
not at all surprised to find the Government cannot get 
any. 

A late pupil of mine has been out at the front, and he 
complained very much about the red tape and the want 
of practical knowledge amongst the A.V.D. I may add 
that my late pupil has been qualitied 16 or 17 years and 
has seen a lot of practice, so he ought to know what he is 
talking about. 

No doubt we have lost thousands of horses for want 
of proper attention during this war, and in my opinion if 
the Government would only recognise the profession as 
they ought, and pay them better for their work, it would 
be to the advantage of the country. 

With regard to the remount scandal, perhaps the least 
said the soonest mended, but I have seen cobs bought 
that could not carry nine stone—let alone 16, which most 
of them had to carry—and while on this subject I should 
like to know how some of the retired Majors ete. get the 
appoiatment to purchase animals for the Army, as I 
am quite certain some of them know nothing about a 
horse. And here, again, the country would benefit by 
the War Office appointing a practical veterinary surgeon 
to purchase animals for them in the district in which he 
resides. 

I have noticed in Zhe Record of late a lot of correspon- 
dence with regard to veterinary surgeons keeping a 
shoeing forge. Speaking from experience as a town 
practitioner, I could not very well do without one. I 
think most of you will admit that half the lameness in 
horses is foot lameness, and my experience has taught 
me that an independent farrier will not search the foot 
like one of your own men. I cannot see that it is at all 
derogatory to our profession by keeping a forge, as I con- 
sider it part and parcel of our profession to show and 
instruct a farrier how to shoea horse properly. The only 
part of the business I do object to is the bad prices we 
get for the work. And here [ say the masters ought to 
combine, like the men, and have a uniform charge and 
stick to it. 

Well, gentlemen, [ was told I was to say but a few 
words as we anticipate a lengthy and instructive discus- 
sion upon Professor Macqueen’s paper, so I shall content 
myself by again thanking you for placing me in this 
honourable position. 


“Some Derects oR DISEASES OF THE Horses’ LiMBs, 
THEIR DEFINITION AND IMPORTANCE. 
[Address by Professor Macqueen at the last meeting] 
DISCUSSION. 

Mr. HunTING first mentioned that the Professor’s dis- 
course had been erroneously described as a paper. Asa 
matter of fact, it was an address, delivered in his usual 
lucid manner, and illustrated by a number of specimens ; 
and the Professor, although he covered a great deal of 
ground, never lost the sequence of his subject. He felt 
at the time that he would have liked to follow the Pro. 
fessor immediately, in which case he was afraid he would 
have indulged in a good deal of destructive criticism. He 
was now glad he did not, because in the interval that had 
elapsed he had been able to read the address very care- 
fully, and he believed that if he had criticised it at the 
time he would have put his foot in it. 





The subject was a pretty wide one, but was brought 
within reasonable limits by confining it to splints, ring- 
bone and spavin, and considering chiefly their definition 
and importance. ‘To define anything was difficult, 
especially to a man, who, like himself, had unfortunately 
neglected mathematics and Euclid. As the Professor 
very truly said, “they are risky things to deal with, 
especially when the facts were uncertain.” That was a 
difticulty which generally arose in all unsoundnesses. It 
was argued that there should be two definitions, one for 
the profession and the other for the client. Well, he 
(Mr. Hunting) supposed that was right, although it was 
very awkward when they had two definitions to a thing, 
He would prefer a definition that would suit everyone, 
In all these unsoundnesses they had to find a definition 
that would suit the law courts as wellasclients. Defini- 
tions ought to be such as would enable them to limita 
subject as closely as possible, and yet be wide enough to 
include all things of that nature. 

He did not think Professor Macqueen had been par- 
ticularly happy in his definitions. For instance, take his 
definition of splint: “A bony enlargement of a meta- 
carpal or metatarsal bone, not implicating the knee or 
hock.” Why should it not implicate the knee or hock ? 
Certainly the ordinary man talked of knee splint, whether 
the term was right or wrong ; and no splint was worse, 
or likely to do so much harm. It might be that that 
particular splint became a major unsoundness—an 
arthritis ; but still it was a splint, and the great advan- 
tage of sticking to the word was that the public had some 
knowledge of what splint was. The Professor said that 
splint was not an exostosis, which seemed a little bit 
dogmatic. 

As to the importance of splint, he agreed that that 
point was affected by its position, and that the splint 
which did most harm was the splint underneath the sus- 
pensory ligament. He also agreed that splint lameness 
was due to osteitis going on, and he believed that when 
the disease of the bone ceased the pain ceased, but he 
scarcely understood why one splint should lame a _ horse 
for months and another not. Certainly it was not the 
size. In young horses, splint was much more likely to 
cause lameness than in old horses, and he questioned 
whether splint, once set, ever did cause lameness in an 
old horse. 

The Professor had asked them a few questions. 
“ Should splint always be mentioned in the certificate, 
quite irrespective of whether the animal was young or 
old?” If they had a lawyer in their mind, he (Mr. 
Hunting) would answer “Yes, mention it always.” 
Next as to ringbone, he would first quote Professor 
Macqueen’s definition : “ A bony enlargement of a pas- 
tern bone with or without j»int invasion,” and the Pro- 
fessor inciuded in that definition all sorts of enlarge- 
ments of the pastern. That was just why he (Mr. Hunt- 
ing) objected. There was a very common enlargement 
of the suffraginis, distinctly felt and seen, which he 
hardly ever saw cause lameness. It came gradually, 
arrived at maturity and then stopped. This word ring- 
bone to the ordinary horse-owner carried with it a very 
unpleasant significance ; it suggested something serious. 
A proof that it was not a good definition was contained 
in the fact that they divided ringbone into high and low, 
true and false. A term that required four qualifications 
such as that was either not a good word to use or it was 
too wide in its meaning. If he could he would limit 
the term to “a bony affection of the pastern, implicating 
a joint” Solong as a bony enlargement did nct impli- 
cate the joint, he did not look upon it seriously. As to 
the importance of ringbone, Professor Macqueen_ said 
‘“‘No matter where it was placed so long as the joints 
were free, he considered an enlargement of the pastern 
bone was not serious,” but unless the word “ serious’ 
was defined, he (Mr. Hunting) thought it was rather a 
contradiction. 
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Then there were some questions : “ Coulda horse with 
an anchylosed pastern trot free from lameness”? He 


(Mr. Hunting) should say, No; they might walk free | 


from lameness, but not trot. “Should you mention 
ringbone in your certificate”? There was the difficulty 
of the definition again! He could not imagine any man 
not mentioning real ringbone in his certificate. “A client 
who paid his fee for the examination was entitled to 
know all the defects of the animal he proposed to pur 


chase,” said the Professor. That was a good legal axiom. | 


and if they did not tell their client all they found they 
were responsible for what went on, whereas if they men- 
tioned a matter and merely expressed an opinion upon 
it, they were not responsible. 

Coming to spavin, he would first remind them of 
Professor Macqueen’s definition of that condition : 
“Disease either active or passive or quiescent ; accom- 
panied or not by definite enlargement of a tarsal or 
metatarsal bone, with a constant tendency to joint in 
vasion and anchylosis.” ‘hat seemed to him (Mr. Hunt- 
ing) to cover the whole chapter of hock diseases. He 
agreed with the professor in that he had no particular 
preference for the word, but he did not know how they 
were going to get rid of it. It was accepted by every- 
one, and therefore the only thing to do was to define it 
as sharply as they could. He thought a fair definition 
of spavin would be “a bony enlargement on the inner 
or lower part of the hock joint. There were other en- 
largements but they need not be called spavin ; simply 
call them enlargements. In occult spavin there was no 
enlarged hock, and it would therefore be outside the 
definition he had just giventhem. He shonld call that 
ulceration of the hock joint. 

The question was asked “ What is coarse hock,” and 
the Professor illustrated his point by a reference to Hun- 
garian horses. He need not have gone so far away ; Ire- 
land would have been near enough, for there they gallop 
a horse for his wind till they nearly killed him, and 

assed a horse with hocks as big as apples. (Laughter.) 

e did not know whether spavin was a common cause of 
lameness, but in his own experience spavin seldom caused 
permanent lameness. Coarse hock gave little trouble, and 
as for odd hock, he did not propose to deal with it, as he 
did not think they had anything to do with conforma- 
tion, unless a client wanted to know it. As to the im- 
portance of spavin, he took it that if a horse was six 
years old and Jame from spavin, it was a very important 
thing, because jit would probably be lame all through 
its life ; but if were a young horse it would nearly always 
yield to rest and treatment. He agreed with the Pro- 
fessor when he said that when undoubted spavin oc 
curred in a horse without hind lameness it should not 
be passed as sound. His (Mr. Hunting’s) remarks were 
based upon his own experience, and he was not so dog- 
matic as he used to be. He was willing to allow that 
other men’s opinions might be as good as his own. (Hear, 
hear, and laughter). What he said now was, “This or 
that is my experience,” and people might accept his 
statements upon that basis. He was very pleased to 
have been able to take part in this debate. (Applause). 

Mr. OLvER said he would first like to join with Mr. 
Hunting in admiration of the very excellent address 
which Professor Macqueen gave them at the last meet 
ing, and like the previous speaker, he too might have 
been inclined to say more on the spur of the moment 
than he was disposed to say after an interval for reflec- 
tion. Professor Macqueen opened up a subject which 
was of peculiar interest to all of them, and one in respect 
to which there must be differences of opinion. In arris 
ing at a suitable definition for these different diseases or 
abnormal conditions they should consider such questions 
as environment, the class of work the animal had to do, 
and the condition in which they happened to find it. As 
long as they were honest in their opinions there would 








| 

| always be more or less disagreement as to the value or 
| importance of ring-bone, splint or spavin in various 
animals, On the subject of splint, the Professor men- 
tioned the rareity with which it was found in horses 
abroad, and especially in the Arab. He (the speaker) 
was once Interested in the breeding of some Arabs, and 
it was his unfortunate experience that he had never seen 
any animals with worse splints, or more troublesome 
ones than they had. What favoured the Arab in its own 
country was that it was not worked ona hard, macadam 
ised road, nor was he worked so early as an English 
horse. He knew there were many who did not regard 
| splints as harmful, but speaking asa practitioner witha 
‘ large experience among hunters, he was bound to say 
he got more lameness from splints than he did from 
spavins, — lheretore, in the examination of horses, he 
thought it unwise to lay down any detinite law as to 
whether splint was soundness or unsoundess : let them 
consider the work the animal had to do. If a veterinary 
surgeon gave a certificate, which he himself rarely did, 
he ought to mention that such a condition as splint did 
exist. It was not normal, and if they had in mind the 
possibility of a visit to the law court, the veterinary 
surgeon in justice to himself ought to mention it, adding 
*he opinion, if necessary, that it did not cause lameness 
nor interfere with the animal’s usefulness. With regard 
to ring-bone, the very appearance of the word on the 
certificate conveyed to the lay mind some very serious 
defect ; but as a matter of fact those enlargements were 
not always serious. As to spavin, he agreed with Pro. 
Macqueen that when one passed one’s hands down 
the back one was pretty well satisfied whether it was 
spavin or not, but the horse had to display its action 
when trotting to enable one to form a good opinion as to 
whether it would continue to be a sound working animal 
or not. He was strongly of opinion that the movement 
of the hocks assist very much in the diagnosis. Whether 
they should describe coarse hock as spavin or not was 
immaterial, A client generally wanted to know whether 
he could safely buy a certain horse, and not whether it 
was technically sound or not. Then there the 
question of position. He thought the public, and very 
largely the profession, when mentioning spavin, looked 
for it In the lower portions of the hock, and an enlarge 
ment elsewhere was not regarded as spavin. It w:.s well 
to bear that in mind when defining spavin. In the 
matter of odd hocks, they saw a great many which had 
no reference whatever to soundness, and they must judge 
of the value of each particular hock as they found it. He 
would like to refer to one utterance at the close of Prof. 
Macqueen’s address, criticising very severely a statement 
that be had passed two spavined hunters as sound. 
What was really said was that he might advise the pur 
chase of such animals, and in that sense pass them, 
sound was a different matter 


but passing them as 
altogether. 

Mr. F. W. Wrace, alluding to the question as to 
whether a horse with splints should be given a clean 
certificate, reminded them of the dictum of the late Lord 
Campbell, who gave it as his opinion that a horse that 
was sound snould be free from any defect that at the 
present or any future time might interfere with its 
nsefulness. That was a definition of soundness which 
he read many years ago, and he always remembered it 
when writing a certificate. Personally, he should prefer 
to be like Mr. Olver and give an opinion instead of 
writing a certificate, but that was not possible in a prac- 
tice such as he had. There were many horses which 
seldom went lame either from splints, ringbone, or 
spavin, but as there was a chance of their doing so he 
thought it was their duty to mention the condition at the 
examination. He inclined to the opinion that unles 
exostosis interfered with some articular surface it was of 


little or no consequence, but bearing in mind the opinion 








a 





2 ee EF 


_ 
secre ner a ee a= we 





a ee ee te 











750 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fune 7, 1902 





of Lord Campbell, he mentioned the condition on the 
— to free himself from any subsequent responsi- 
ility. 

Mr. TRIGGER was afraid he could add little to the dis- 
cussion or say anything that had not already been said. 
He thought more importance was attached to splints 
than was the case 20 or 30 yearsago. In the old days 
they scarcely realised that a horse was lame with splints, 
but it had been forced upon him that splint lameness 
did exist, and he also thought it was more frequent than 
was formerly the case. He should never think of re- 
jecting a horse with splints unless it was so bad as to 
interfere with the action of the knee or to interfere with 
the action of the tendons. If he were at issue with the 
speakers at all it was on the question of ringbone. He 
confessed that after a long experience he had the greatest 
horror of ringbone. If he had a bony enlargement he 
thought not so much of whatit was to-day, but of what 
it might be in six months time. On the vexed question 
of spavin, he was probably one of those who came under 
Professor Macqueen’s ban at the last meeting, because 
he attached very little importance to it. He thought it 
was very difficult to say what was spavin and what was 
not. 

Mr. PritcHarD objected to the idea of doing away 
with the terms splint and spavin. People understood 
fairly well what was meant by those words, but to de- 
scribe a condition in high flown language seem tc him 
to be ridiculous. The new nomenclature was getting 
such that the old practitioners had to fall back on the 
dictionary to know what was meant. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Goocu thought that splint, in considering the use- 
fulness of the horse, was of more importance than 
spavin. Speaking both asa breeder and a large examiner, 
he believed that splints were far more troublesome than 
any other exostosis that was to be found in any class of 
animal that went on the road, and particularly in those 
high stepping animals that were used for show purposes. 
In the giving of certificates he thought they ought to be 
very guarded, and, as one or two of the speakers had al- 
ready suggested, remember that they might be required to 
go before a judge. 

Mr. OvER complimented Prof. Macqueen on the excel- 
lent address he had delivered. He had had a fair exper- 
ience of spiints, for most years he put three or four young 
horses into work, and he did not think he escaped 
splints in any one of them. In some animals they were 
able to detect it, and in others not, but he was certain 
they had been lame from splints. With regard tospavin 
or hock growths, he must say he had met with many 
enlarged hocks in examining hunters etc., but found very 
few that were lame from the hock. 

Mr. Merrick could not understand why Professor 
Macqueen objected to calling a bony enlargement a 


splint if it implicated the knee, because in his (the, 


speaker’s) opinion that was the worst form of splint. He 
had frequently known splints coming in that way, and 
in an old horse they had been very troublesome. He 
should mention ringbone on the certificate if it existed, 
whether there was lameness or not. The Professor passed 
some strong remarks upon practitioners passing hocks as 
sound that had spavin. Well he (Mr. Merrick) should 
not think of passing a horse in that condition without 
specifying it on his certificate, but if he had called every 
enlargement in the seat of spavin a spavin he might 


have spoilt the reputations of hundreds of horses in his | 


experience. 

Mr. J BuakEway, (Birmingham), said he was rather 
disappointed in the discussion. as he quite expected some 
lively scenes. The Professor defined splint as “a bony 
enlargement of a metacarpal or metatarsal bone, not 
implicating the knee or hock,” and that was the only 
reservation he made. But why couldn’t it even then be 
a splint ? 





As to what caused splint lameness, he did not | 


think it was wholly due to the stretching of the peri-: 





osteum. If splint lameness were due to that alone why 
was it that they got splint developed with no lameness 
at all, whilst on the other hand, they got small splints 
which caused considerable lameness and no end of 
trouble? He knew of one case in which the horse was 
permanently lame from splints; at any rate, it was 
diagnosed as such, and no other cause could be found for 
it. There was a tendency in some animals for splints to 
disappear, and practitioners sometimes got the credit for 
it, but he really believed it was due to a natural process, 
It was astonishing what slight things would cause lame- 
ness in higher bred animals, and he thought that favoured 
the opinion that splint lameness was not wholly due to 
stretching of the periosteum. False ring-bone was what 
was called ankle-bone, and he remembered at a recent 
meeting, when Mr. Grasby brought the matter forward, 
several members held that it was a very serious defect. 
He (Mr. Blakeway) now produced a specimen cf what 
was called false ringbone, and he incidentally expressed 
regret that the Professor had not brought his specimens 
with him, as they might have helped the discussion. 
Continuing, Mr. Blakeway said he differed from the Pro- 
fessor on the subject of hock action. He considered it a 
very important factor in determining whether a horse 
was going to stand its work or not, and he thought a 
practitioner who could inform his client that a horse 
would stand its work was more likely to make his way 
than the man who simply pointed out technical defects. 
(Applause). He held rather strong views on the question 
of spavin lameness, being of opinion that once lame from 
spavin, always lame from spavin. He had found spavin 
lameness a very serious matter, and he had never come 
across temporary spavin lameness, in fact, he should be 
inclined to say that the man who had was wrong in his 
diagnosis. With regard to certificates, it must be wise 
not to have to write them, but unfortunately he had to, 
and he thought practitioners were perfectly justified in 
mentioning defects, and adding their opinion as to 
whether the animal was sound. If soundness meant 
perfection, then he contended there was not a single horse 
sound to-day. (Hear, hear.) 

Captain Hayes related some interesting experiences 
of his own on the subject of examination for soundness, 
and applied the law of evolution to many of the con- 
ditions existing to-day. He had personally examined 
many hundreds of horses abroad, and especially Arabs, 
and he was bound to say that his experience supported 
the statement of Prof. Macqueen as to their comparative 
immunity from splints. 

The PRESIDENT said he could not allow this discussion 
to close without personally expressing his thanks to 
Prof. Macqueen for his very able and interesting address. 
He was also delighted to hear the discussion carried on 
so vigorously by the members of the Association. He 
himelf did not believe in calling spavin by any other 
name, as it would only confuse people outside the pro- 
fession, who at present fairly well understood what was 
meant by the term. With regard to splint lameness, he 
should say, if the police were not to vigilant, work the 
horse, and the more it was worked the sooner it would 
get sound. He did not consider a horse with big ankle 
bone to be necessarily suffering from ringbone. He 
believed it was to be found less often than was supposed, 
and where there was genuine ringbone the horse was 
always lame and always would be. 

Professor MACQuEEN briefly replied to the discussion, 
and at the outset he acknowledged the kind attention 
they had paid to his address and the lenient manner 10 
which they had dealt with some of his statements. He 
must confess that he was prepared for a much more 
searching criticism than he had heard that afternoon. 

First he had been asked why, in defining splints he 
made the reservation that the enlargement must not 
complicate the knee or hock. He made the reservation 
with regard to the hock, because joint disease of the hock 
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constituted spavin and no one would talk about splints 
affecting the lower range of hock bones; and he made 
the reservation about the knee because disease of the 
knee constituted carpitis which was a distinct affection. 
It was, he knew, sometimes called a knee splint, but it 
was no longer comparable to the ordinary spliat which 
was met with elsewhere. In fact, he looked upon knee 
splint as a permanent disease, often incurable, and dis- 
tinctly troublesome ; whilst splint in another place w 
not so difficult. There was another point of less import 
ance—as to splints not occurring in Arab horses, and 
he was pleased to have his opinion backed up by Captain 
‘Hayes. 
statement and based his remarks upon his experience, 
upon Arab breeding. He supposed it would be the off- 
spring of the mares that gave the trouble. 

Mr. OLVER: No, the pure bred Arab. 

Professor MACQUEEN added that all he could say was 
that he knew many aged Arabs entirely free from splint. 
‘The occurrence of splint inthe progeny of Arab stock in 
this country must be put down to environment. With 
regard to splint occurring in old horses, he had nothing 
tu add to what he had already stated. He abided by the 
statement he made on the last occasion, namely, that 
he did not think splint lameness in old horses was at all 
common, whilst the occurrence of newly formed splint in 
aged horses was extremely rare. He als» differed with Mr. 
‘Olver as to the frequency of splint lameness in hunters 
and steeplechasers, as he did not find them affected much 
in this country. 

Turning to ringbone, the objection there again was as 
to definition. He had defined ringbone as “ a bony en- 
largement of a pastern bone, with or without joint in- 
vasion.” He quite agreed with those who said that a 
bony enlargement on certain situations of the pastern 
were unimportant, but who would take the responsi- 
bility of saying that an enlargement of the pastern bone 
in close proximity to the joint would not cause harm ? 
(Hear, hear). He produced a specimen bearing upon 
this point, and asked, if one was writing a certificate 
about a horse so affected was nothing to be said of such 
acondition when found? No definition would be satis- 
factury to everybody, and at the same time he did not 
know where to draw the line. If they would retain the 
name ringbone for a bony enlargement on the pastern, 
they must include all sorts. Ringbone which was con- 
sidered serious was the ringbone which invaded the 
joints, but for obvious reasons such animals were hardly 
likely te be submitted to a veterinary surgeon for ex- 
amination. 

On the subject of spavin, Mr. Hunting thought the 
definition should include all sorts of diseases of the hock 
But there was no one who would undertake to say where 
the spavin would terminate, and until the hock was pre- 
pared post-mortem, it was impossible to say how far the 
disease had extended. Therefure the definition of bone 
spavin must be an inclusive one and cover all possible 
complications, and as the constant tendency of spavin 
disease was to extend from one joint to another, it was 
necessary to make a fairly wide definition. He did not 
wish to insinuate that his definition should be final ; it 
was a definition which he had provisionally drafted 
for the purposes of this meeting, namely, as a basis 0! 
discussion. He would advise them, before criticising a 
definition, to have specimens before them and consider 
the disease in all its bearings. It was ali very weil to 
say this or to say that, but they should remember the 
responsibility of the individual who bad to certily as to 
the soundness of a horse. : 


as 


In delivering his address at 
Birmingham, in the heat of the moment he spoke rather 
strongly on a certain subject, namely, as to the right of 
a veterinary surgeon to pass spavined horses as sound, 
He now desired to make an explanation and an apology. 
He himself had unfortunately introduced the words “as 
sound,” and he now discovered that what was meant was 
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that they passed such animals not as sound, but as capa 
ble of performing the work that was required of them. 
_ Objection was taken by some speakers to the introduce 
tion of new technical names, and the new nomenclature 
was said to be bewildering. He did not know whether 
that was a commendable state of mind to be in: it was 
the misuse of the old terms that he chiefly took excep 
| tion to. Most people, for instance, regarded spavin as a 
| Serious disease, but it was not a serious disease, and why 
| should they continue to employ terms that had such a 
| Variety of meanings Some regarded spavin as fatal, 
| others considered it of little consequence ; and he thought 
the time had come when they should get out of that 
; condition of affairs by dropping the word spavin and 
using the term enlargement. As to ringbone, if it had 
been a definite term there would not have been the need 
for so much discussion, and the very fact that it meant 
| different things was an argument in favour of its erasure 
from the veterinary nomenclature. Then with regard to 
splint, it Was a common term, yet it was surprising how 
misleading it was to the public, who did not understand 
the meaning of the term. In conclusion, he said he was 
greatly obliged to the Association for the very patient 
hearing they had given him. 





Vores or THANKS. 

The Hon. Sec. proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
Prof. Macqueen for his very able address. 

This was seconded by Mr. Triacrr, who said Prof, 
Macqueen was always sure of a welcome in the Midlands. 
—The motion was carried, 

Similar compliments having been paid to Mr. Hunt 
ing for opening the discussion, and to the President for 
his services in the chair, the proceedings closed, the mem 
bers adjourning to another room for tea. 

H. J. Dawes, /lon, See. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES 


THE BOER HORSE, 


DESCRIBED BY A TRANSVAAL VETERINARY SUR. KBON, 


Whatever may have been the performances of the re 
mounts which we have imported into South Africa, there 
can be no doubt that the horses of our enemy have ac 
quitted themselves admirably during the whole of the 
present war. The way in which the horses of the Boers 
have done what they have been asked to do has certainly 
been one of the causes contributory to the unexpected 
prolongation of hostilities. Some information, there- 
fore, contributed to the “Schweizerische Monatschrift 
Fur Offiziere,” by Dr. A. Theiler, a veterinary surgeon 
resident before the war began in Pretoria, and serving 
during its course with the Boer artillery in the field, may 
not be without interest. 

The Boer war horse is, Dr. Theiler tells us, the Boer 
horse of everyday life. [tis the result of a prolonged 
struggle for existence among the anima!s which have 
been imported into South Africa since the first settle 
ment of Europeans in the country. Mor nearly two 
hundred years the peculiarities of the climate, of the 
composition and conformation of the ground, and the 
demands made upon them by men have been constantly 
working upon the animals, so that a race has been devel 
oped which may suitably be called the South African. 
The demands made npon the horses during the present 
war bave been exactly the same, neither more or less, 
as those which have been imposed upon them ever since 
the so-called Great Trek; and, consequently, the res 
ponse to them has naturally been a satisfactory one. 

| The Boer has always exacted from his horse the maxi- 
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mum of work with the minimum of food. In a_ land 
where distances are great and population sparse, horses 
must be had able to withstand all inclemencies of weather 
and to travel, day by day, 40-50 miles, feeding on grass 
only, and that often of but poor quality. It is to fulfil 
these requirements that the Boer horse is and has for 
generations been bred and kept. From the day of his 
birth until the day he is first ridden the foal seldom 
comes into a stable or under any kind of shelter ; and 
gets nothing whatsoever to eat beyond what he can pick 
up on the veld. Similarly when, later on, he comes to 
be used for riding or draught purposes he has still to 
pick up his living as he may, and most rarely is given 
any forage that has been cultivated. Only when called 
upon to perform some most extraordinary work is he 
given any corn, and even then it is not threshed out, but 
the forage must be eaten stalk, ears, and grains to- 
gether. And yet the animals thrive wonderfully and 
keep themselves in excellent condition. As foals they 
gallop over the veld, jumping rocks and boulders, avoid- 
ing the innumerable ant hills, recognising marshes and 
boggy ground from afar, learning when they do happen 
to get into difticulties to extricate themselves cleverly, 
and fearing neither man nor beast. All these are quali- 
ties which stand the rider in good stead, especially in the 
night, when, in crossing such ground as the South 
African veld, he is often obliged to rely altogether upon 
the intelligence of his mount. 

The day’s work done, no matter how long and fatigu- 
ing it may have been, the Boar horse, turned loose, will 
never stand idle, but will at once roam about and graze. 

3e the grass what it may, dry in winter, or green in 
summer, the animal will always know how to find 
enough nourishment in it to keep himself in condition 
for his ordinary work. 

Such were the horses which the Buers took with them 
into the field. Such were the horses with which they 
made the campaigns in Natal and in the Free State, and 
which are still doing good service. Some of the Euro- 
pean volunteers, indeed, misled by the apparently 
superior condition of the stall-fed horses to be found. in 
the towns, preferred to take these with them, but when 
exposed to inclemencies of weather, when no longer fed 
regularly on abundant rations, and when called upon 
under these circumstances to perform unaccustomed 
work, these animals invariably soon knocked up. 

Another result of the manner in which the Boer horses 
are reared is the extraordinary cleanness of their limbs. 
This is largely owing to the fact that the animals are 
only shod late in life and very often not at all. Their 
hoof is an ideal hoof. In every respect it fulfils every 
requirement. It issmail, hard, and so elastic that it 
can be long used on rocky ground before the horse shows 
any sign of going short. The Boer has absolutely no 
knowledge whatsoever of farriery, but he has two rules 
which keep him fairly well on the right path. The first is 
that he never shoes his horse until it begins to go short. 
Should it never do so the animal is never shod. The 
second is that once a shoe is put on it remains on until 
it falls off. As the shoers are mostly amateurs the shoe 
does not asa rule remain on long, and when it falls off it 
is not replaced until the horse again begins to go short. 
Thus nature is allowed to work fairly well unhindered, 
and the hoof and foot remain in a healthy condition. As 
a matter of fact the Boer horses seldom go lame, and 
aged horses often have feet like young ones. But once 
brought into the stable, fed with corn, and shod, the 
clean-limbed horses soon change for the worse, and 
develop all manner of blemishes and diseases. 

For the rest the Boer horse is small, generally of a 
brown colour, and of no great speed. The body is com- 
et the head and neck usually short, and the back and 








one of the earlier English governors introduced Arabian 
blood into the Cape Colony. For the most part also the 
Boer horses are broad in the chest with a large belly, 
though there are nevertheless a large number with nar- 
row chests, weak forlegs, and small heads and necks. This 
is the result of indiscriminate breeding, as the Boer holds 
that a mare is always good enough to breed from though 
she may be no good either for riding or draught pur- 
poses. 

A special class of riding horse are the so-called Basuto 
ponies. They are compact, strongly built, with sinews 
like steel, and are the product of the mountainous 
Basutoland, where they roam in freedom until man re- 
quires their services. Thus they develop hardiness and 
surefootedness, while in their veins runs a strain of Arab 
blood, which gives them great endurance. For draught 
purposes the Boer prefers a large, long-bodied animal. 
He has found by experience that the more ground a horse 
stands over the quicker he will get forward when he has 
a load behind him. Andso far as their use is concerned 
the Boer keeps the two classes of horses apart. He will 
never willingly employ his riding horse for draught pur- 
poses, nor on the other hand place a saddle on the back 
of carriage or waggon horses.—-The United Service 
Gazette. 








OBSERVATIONS ON VELD SORES. 


In common with many more medical men engaged in 
the present campaign I have been interested in the sub- 
ject of veld sores, and sometimes amused at the in- 
numerable conclusions and theories advanced by different 
writers, One observer stated that their occurrence must 
be connected with horses, as he had only seen them on 
mounted troops. Having seen service with infantry as 
well as horsemen I can state that they are not uncom- 
mon among the former, though more frequent in mounted 
men. Having had occasionally also to attend the enemy 
in the field, I can also state that the Boers suffer very 
much from veld sores. 

My experienc? is that troops do not develop veld sores 
in the early days of their campaigning in South Africa. 
There is always some primary abrasion of the skin, and 
they are much more frequent on the left or “ reins hand ” 
than on the right. 

Mr. Evenden, warrant officer of our fieid hospital (the 
13th Brigade) has advanced a rather ingenious theory. 
The reason why the hands (and especially the left, which 
in riding is more exposed) are most subject to abrasions 
of the epidermis is due to the effects of the sun’s rays. 
He had noticed whilst assisting at x-ray work at home 
thet the ultra-violet rays had such an effect upon the 
epidermis as to cause similar sores to form after a slight 
abrasion. After a year’s campaigning, during which | 
have been on trek the whole time in the Transvaal and 
Free State, it is only recently that I have developed a 
veld sore. It commenced by merely having a small piece 
of epidermis rubbed off the back of the left hand by con- 
tact with a button when mounting. A little serum oozed 
out during the first day, and gradually, without any 
treatment (other than washing with soap and water), it 
healed under a dry scab. When this was removed a pink 
surface of tender new epidermis remained. From obser- 
vation of others I have noticed that pus often forms 
underneath the scab, which when rubbed off or removed 
leaves an ulcer. 

The best treatment seems to be to wash clean when an 
abrasion is first noticed and dress with a piece of dry 
boric lint. Unless the sore is covered it seldom heals 


. kindly. Whether the rays of the sun have the effect of 


indquarters level. In this they are reminiscent of the | making the exposed parts of the skin more liable to the 
Arabian type, and this is probably owing to the fact that ; development of these sores or not is difficult to say. But 
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such a theory would explain why the back of the left 
hand in mounted men is most subject, this being the 
only part of the body directly exposed to the sun’s rays, 
J. 8S. Purpy, 
Surgeon-Capt. 6th N.Z.M.R.. 
Wakkerstroom. Plumer’s Force, 5.A. 
— Brit. Med. Journal. 


CRUELTY CASE AT BATH. 


Alfred Taylor, of 6 Chatham Row, Bath, was sum- 

moned by John Arthur Brookman, Inspector of the 
S.P.C.A., for ill-treating a horse by working it in an an- 
fit state, on February 18, at Weston.—John Hill, of 35 
Lorne Road, ‘Twerton, was summoned for causing the 
horse to be worked in an unfit state. Both were in the 
employ of Alderman Taylor, of 8 New Bond Street, Bath, 
-_ were represented by Thos. Vezey.—They pieaded not 
guilty. 
m Inspector Brookman deposed to stopping the defen- 
dant, Taylor, when working the horse, which was lame 
in the near fore leg. When stopped, defendant admit- 
ted that the horse was gving “a bit stiff.’ Witness said, 
“You ought to know better than to bring this horse out. 
You know very well it has been stopped by Captain 
Loder.” Defendant replied that he did not know that 
himself. Defendant asked if he might finish his round, 
delivering bread. Witness, “at the first go off” tuld him 
he might, but after looking at the animal refused to 
allow him todo so. The horse was taken to Mr. Au- 
brey’s for examination. He had noticed it going lame be- 
fore, but not so lame ; he could not, however, give any 
dates. He thought the horse was sutfering a good deal 
and that it was a bad case. 

Mr. Thomas Aubrey, F.R.C.V.S., said he trotted the 
horse and found it went very lame. He discovered that 
this was due to a slight bony growth on the coronet.— 
Colonel Skrine: Isit ringbone? It is of that nature. 
Witness added that he thougkt the horse must have been 
lame when he left the stable. There was a large splint 
on the bone, but that did not make it lame. Hill told 
him the horse was sound when it started, but witness 
did not think this possible. He did not think the horse 
could have slipped and caused the injury. No amateur 
could have discovered the cause of lameness. He had 
to examine it very carefully before he discovered it. 
The horse was decidedly better now. This was the case 
for the prosecution. 

Mr. Vezey called the defendant John Hill, who said 
he was stable keeper to Mr Alderman Taylor and had a 
life long experience of horses. He had known the horse 
for some months, and it was in constant work for the last 
seven months up to January 22, when it went out sound, 
but returned Jame. Mr. Welch was called in and said 
it must have rest. He kept it in for several days until 
Mr. Welch thought it tit for work. He saw Mr. Aubrey 
examine the horse. 
work. Since then it has been under treatment and it 
went now “ fairly sound.” ; 

Alfred Taylor, the defendant in the other case, said 
he had been in the employ of Mr. Alderman Taylor 
nearly two years. For eleven years before that he was 
in the employ of Mr. Buckland, of Bennett Street. He 
(witness) had worked the horse in question since 4 
last, when Mr. Taylor purchased it. He drove the horse 
on the 21st January, and it then had a rest for a fort 
night. The horse recommenced work on the 10th, and 
on the 18th February he was stopped at Weston. The 
horse went sound when he started but he thought that 
as he had had a rest it was going a little stiff. When he 
was outside 15 Park Road he saw Mr. Brookman, who 
examined the horse. ; 

Dutch’s stores,” about 100 yards, and he did so, ‘ 
.Brookman then gave him permission to finish his 


and Mr. 
round, 


Mr. Aubrey said it was not fit for | 


Ay | 
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| When the horse started on the 18th inst. 
| the street perfectly sound. 





| 


' very evenly balanced a 


but afterwards changed his opinion, and told him to 
take the horse to M r. Aubrey directly. He accordingly 
drove the horse quietly back to Mr, Aubrey’s. 

By Mr. Brookman: He had not previously been 
stopped by Captain Loder. Nobody had spoken to him 
about the horse with the exception of Mr. Brook- 
man. 

Mr. Arthur Taylor said he was at the Red House 

It went up 
There were no siens of lame 
ness whatever. 
_ Mr. W. A. Welch, M.R.C.V.S., said he knew the horse 
Inquestion. He examined the herse on the 20th April 
last year and gave Mr. Taylor a certificate to the effect 
that it was sound. He examined the horse on the 22nd 
January, and it was suffering from an inflammatory 
swelling at the back of the knee. The swelling was con 
tinuous to nearly the fetlock joint. He was a very 
clumsy gver and had probably knocked himself. He 
thought that the lameness was caused by striking the 
back sinews. It had a splint but he did not attach any 
importance to that. It had a good foot and a small corn, 
and he did not attach any importance to that.--Mr. 
Skrine: Mr. Aubrey has not told us anything about a 
vorn.—Mr. Welch: He ought to have done so ; there is 
one there. The witness added that he was placed in a 
somewhat awkward position. Though he represented 
the Watch Committee as Veterinary Inspector he was 
also the official for the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, but he felt compelled to appear in 
that case. 

Mr. Frank Leigh, F.R.C.V.S., of Westbury-on-Trym, 
with a surgery at Bristol, said he examined the horse on 
the previous day. It was with the greatest difficulty that 
he discovered any lameness whatever. He had _ it 
trotted up and down and could not at first discover which 
was the lame limb. There wasa very slight lameness on 
the near fore. He found a splint on the near knee, and 
there was also aslight thickening or effusion of the back 
tendons. The splint and a corn on the foot were of 
little importance and had nothing todo with the lame 
ness, but the slight effusion was the result of an injury, 
possibly a blow. He suggested that it was possible, and 
more than likely, that the horse hit himself and so 
caused the injury. He did not see any bony growth. 

Mr. Vezey contended that the case ought never to have 
been brought forward. He fully recognised the good 
work done by the Society, but certainly he thought 
that they had gone too far in bringing the case forward, 

The Chairman said that the defendants were before 
the Bench, one for working the horse in an unfit state, 
and the other for causing it to be worked. It was very 
inconvenient to have a horse lame, and very often one 
wanted to work him when he was lame and unfit for 
work, Simply from the selfish, utilitarian point of view 
it was much easier to work the animal, and therefore 
such a society as the S.1’.C.A. was most valuable. With 
out their interference horses would very often be work 
ed when unfit for work. There had been a great deal 
of technical and professional evidence from men of high 
reputation. Ther were Mr. Aubrey, Mr, Welch, and 
Mr. Leigh, ali men of undoubted ability and professional 
standing and in this conflict of evidence with regard to 
the horse it was a little difficult for them to come toa 
decision in favour of a conviction. Where evidence was 
is it was in this case, especially 
when it came from men of such undoubted ability it was 
the practice to give the defendant the benefit of the 
doubt. They proposed to do that in this case and dis 
miss the cases against Taylor and Hill. He thought it 
was a great mistake if ever there was any excess of zeal 
on the part of the Society, but he personally did not 


. | think ! »nt that there had been any excess of 
He then said “ Trot it up to Mr. | think for one moment th 


zeal in the present instance. The cases would both he 


dismissed. 
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CRUELTY TO COWS AT DUMFRIES. 


Before Sheriff Campion in Dumfries Sheriff Court on 
Wednesday, May 14th, Mr. David Wyllie Crighton, 
farmer, Limekilns, and his son, Robert A. Crichton, 
were charged, at the instance of the Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals, with cruelty to four cows 
between 25th February and 9th March, by burning them 
with hot irons in a sensitive part after service. They 
pleaded guilty. Mr. C.S. Phyn, procurator fiscal, who 
prosecuted, read a report by Mr. W. L. Mackenzie, V.S., 
Annan, who certified that said cows bore evidence of 
having been burned with a red hot iron or other instru- 
ment causing much pain and suffering, and he had no 
hesitation in saying “that such treatment was most bar- 
barous and must have entailed very severe suffering on 
the animals ; indeed in all my experience I have never 
seen such a serious case of maltreatment, and it is diffi- 
cult to conceive what the object of such treatment was.” 
Mr. Cowan, solicitor, Annan, made astatement on behalf 
of the accused. Mr. Crichton had been very much trou- 
bled on his farm with abortion among the cows. He had 
tried everything to cure the evil, and then resorted to 
the plan complained of, and which he knew had been 
very successfully followed in Ayrshire, from which he 
came. Its excuse must be its complete success, because 
the cows settled immediately, and were believed to be 
now in calf. It was well known that a farmer had in the 
course of his occupation to do many things that seemed 
to the ordinary mind very revolting, as, for instance, 
castration, the cutting of lambs’ tails, or the dishorning 
of cattle, in all of which he was sure more pain was 
given than in the present instance, and these things were 
simply accepted as necessary. The fact that one of the 
animals treated was the best cow on the farm and a prize- 
winner, proved that the accused did what was done for | 
the best. Three weeks after only one of the cows showed 
the slightest sign of burning, and a V.S. who visited 
them said he would defy any V.S. in Scotland to go 
through the byre and pick out the four in question. 
What was done by the sun was done in the father’s 
absence by the advice of the dairyman and to the father’s 
disapproval, but its best excuse also was its success. ‘The | 
Sheriff said if it was an experiment, it certainly was | 
most cruel and unheard of in this part of the country, | 
and it was to be hoped would not be introduced here. | 
As the lad had followed the example of the father, he 
would be dismissed with an admonition, but in the case 
of the father he saw no reason to do otherwise than im- 
pose the full penalty of £5 or 30 days’ imprisonment. 











A JOCKEY CHARGED WITH CRUELTY AT 
MALDON. 
BencuH UNABLE TO AGREE. 


At the Maldon Police Court, on Saturday, May 17th, 
before H. A. Krohn, Esq., (Mayor), and other justices, 
Thomas Eames, a jockey, of Springfield, employed by 
Mr. Herbert Richardson, of Danbury, was charged with 
cruelty to a horse by working it while in an unfit state, 
at Maldon, on the 10th inst. 

Mr. F. H. Colam prosecuted on behalf of the 
R.S.P.C.A., and Mr. F. P. Sutthery defended. 

Miss Constance Hughes, a nurse, of Heybridge, said 
she saw the horse near Fullbridge being led by the 
defendant to the town. She followed defendant, and told 
him the horse was much toc lame to walk. It limped 
und was painfully lame. 

P.C. Marslem said that at Miss Hughes’s request he 
examined the horse at the Blue Boar Hotel stables. It 
was very lame in the near fore foot’; the fetlock was 
swollen and heated, and the animal appeared to be in 





great pain. Defendant said he was taking the animal to 
Danbury, but witness refused to let him do so. 

Geo. Robinson, Inspector R.S.P.C.A., said he examined 
the horse, and it could practically only go on three legs, 
The fetlock and ligament had been injured, and there 
was much swelling and inflammation. Eames said the 
horse broke down badly at Woodbridge races the pre- 
vious day. Mr. Richardson, who was present, said he 
told the defendant to stay with it at Woodbridge, and not 
to bring it away till it was fit. Eames admitted receiv- 
ing these instructions. 

Inspectur Waterman corroborated. 

Mr. Jos. Jas. Scott, M.R.C.V.S., of Colchester, said he 
examined the horse the next day and found great heat 
and pain in the fetlock joint of the near fore leg, 
due to injury of the tendons. The animal was in 
agony. 

For the defence, the Rev. A, A. Wilson, vicar of Mal- 
don. said the animal did not appear to be in pain, and 
he did not notice much heat or swelling. 

Mr. A. H. Brooks, M.R.C.V.S., of Maldon, said that 
at the request of Mr. Richardson he examined the ani- 
mal, which was suffering from a bruise on the fetlock 
joint, caused by its striking some hard substance while 
racing at Woodbridge. He entirely disagreed with Mr. 
Scott’s views, and said that from the nature of the in- 
jury exercise would be beneficial to the horse, and Mr. 
Scott was entirely wrong in stating that the horse re 
quired rest. The animal actually started trotting in the 
yard. Witness’ subsequent treatment and the horse’s 
recovery had confirmed his opinion. 

The Bench, after conferring together, were unable to 
agree, and the Chairman said the case would be dis 
missed.— Essex County Cnronicle. 











PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons on Tuesday, May 27th. 
Boarp or AGRICULTURE. 


The House then went into Committee of Supply on 
Civil Service Estimates, Mr. J. W. Lowrner (Cumber- 
land, Penrith) in the chair. 

On the vote tocomplete the sum of £95,716 for salaries 
and expenses of the Board of Agriculture, 

Sir E. SrracHey (Somerset, 8.) said he would move a 
reduction of the vote in order to call attention to several 
questions affecting the Board of Agriculture. Was the 
President of the Board satisfied with the present work- 
ing of the last Food and Drugs Act, of 1899, which em- 
powered the local authorities to deal with adulteration, 
and the Local Government Board and the Board of 
Agriculture to see that the local authorities were doing 
theirduty? He had heard many complaints lately that 
the local authorities were not doing their duty. A great 
deal of milk was being sold in London at the present 
time to which a large quantity of separated milk had 
been added. The milk was afterwards coloured to give 
the impression that it was full of cream. He had been 
told that a certain amount of supervision was required 
over the inspection of this practice by the local 
authorities, and he would urge the Board of Agriculture 
and the Local Government Board to send round inspec- 
tors of their own to check the local inspection in the 
great cities. There was a very strong feeling indeed in 
the rural districts that the Act was not being carried 
out properly. He would ask also whether that part of 
the Food and Drugs Act which prevented margarine 
from being mixed with butter was working satisfactorily, 
because there were complaints that a great deal of butter 
adulterated with margarine was being sold. What rules 
did the right hon. gentleman propose to make in regard 
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to the use of preservatives! He urged that the Govern- 
ment should give premiums for Shire horses as well as 
racehorses, following the practice in Ireland, for the 
horses which it really paid the farmer to breed in 
these days were heavy horses and Shire horses. In re- 
gard to the question of technical education the President 
of the Board of Agriculture had said in one of his 
speeches in the country that where £1 was spent for the 
advancement of the agricultural interest something like 
£500 was spent for the benefit of other interests, [f 
that was so, it was avery bad state of things indeed, and 
he was sure that the right hon. gentleman would be only 
too ready to do his utmost to bring to fruit those speeches 
which he had made throughout the leagth and breadth of 


the country, and which had given so much pleasure to | 
He begged to move a reduction of the | 


agriculturists. 
vote by £100. 

Mr. LAMBERT (Devon, South Molton) asked the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture whether he could give 
them the result of his correspondence with the War Office 
as to the provision of horses for the Army. Referring to 
the muzzling order, he asked whether an exemption 


could not be made in favour of the farmer’s sheep dog. | 


It was rather hard that whilst the owner of the land who 


used his dog for pleasure might let it go unmuzzled, the | 


farmer, who used his dog for business, had to muzzle it. 
After asking whether swine fever was a spontaneous 


disease, he referred to anthrax and urged that steps | 
should be taken to make the symptoms and dangers of | 
He also, 
drew attention to the prevalence of glanders in the | 
Speaking of agricultural education he said | 
that in the towns people clamoured for evening schools, | 


that disease better known in rural districts. 


metropolis 


but this was not the case in the very rural districts where 
education was most needed. Perhaps the Board might 


draw up some conditions which they could suggest to 
county councils for the purpose of carrying on education 


in agricultural subjects in very rural districts. | 
right hon. gentleman could do anything to reduce rail way 


rates he would have accomplished something far greater | 


than any other Minister of Agriculture had accomplished 
forthe benefit of the agricultural industry. 
Mr. Ltoyp MorGan (Carmarthen, W.) said he would 


not deal with the general aspect of the muzzling order, | 


but one thing was perfectly obvious—that to the people 
who resided in the districts where the order was in force 
it was an intolerable nuisance. He hoped the right hon. 
gentleman might be able to accede to the suggestion that 
he should grant farmers exemption for dogs used for 
agricultural purposes. He associated himself heartily 
with his hon. friend the member for South 
Somerset in what he said as to the improvement of Shire 
horses. 

Mr. J. Hurron (Yorkshire, Richmond) hoped some 
means would be provided by the Department for testing 
the excellence of feeding stuffs and fertilizers. Many 
people in the North of England would be very glad if 
the right hon. gentleman would have some steps taken to 
determine what swine fever really was. 

Dr. FaRQUHARSON (Aberdeenshire, W.) after congratu: 
lating the right hon. gentleman on the energy he had 
thrown into the business of his Department, expressed 
the hope that there would be no interference with 
muzzling which had led to so many successful results 
in saving human life. As to swine fever, he urged that 
it should be stamped out as pleuro- pneumonia had been 
stamped out. The hon. member was next proceeding to 
complain of the exclusion of Canadian cattle, when 

Mr. Hanpury (Preston) said that was a matter 10! 
legislation. | 

Dr. FarquuHarson hoped the right hon. gentietman 
would initiate legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN said that was within the power of the 
hon. member himself. (Laughter.) 


If the | 





| 


| Dr. FARQUHARSON said he would bow to the Chair 
| man’s ruling, but the topic was an interesting one. He 
| hoped legislation would be initiated. The “Argentine 
| ports were closed to our cattle on account of outbreaks 
of foot-and-mouth disease at Canterbury and in Guern- 
| ov He wished to know whether the outbreak at Canter- 
yury had been certified to be really foot-and-mouth 
disease, and how it came about that foot-and-mouth 
disease had broken out in Guernsey when the importa- 
tion of cattle into the Channel Islands was forbidden. 

COLONEL Lockwoop (Essex, Epping) called attention 
to the hardship inflicted upon the owners of pet dogs by 
the regulation providing that dogs admitted or readmit- 
ted to this country should be sent to a veterinary hospi 
tal for six months. He admitted the importance of do 
ing all that was possible to exclude rabies from the 
| country, but out of 300 imported dogs he believed there 

had only been two cases of proved rabies If the owners 
of dogs obtained a certificate of health from a veterinary 
surgeon abroad the dogs might be allowed to go to their 
own homes instead of being sent to a veterinary hospital 
| for six months. He did not object to muzzling ; he thought 
it was a good thing. . 

Mr. CRoMBIE (Kincardineshire) endorsed the remarks 
01 his hon. friend in regard to Argentina. He was in 
favour of muzzling of dogs, and he hoped the right hon. 
gentleman would not too far relax the restrictions which 
had been imposed. He believed that in the case of a dog 
a certificate given by a veterinary surgeon abroad would 
be worthless. He hopeda Bill would be introduced on 
the subject of sheep worrying. 

Mr. Macpona (Southwark, Rotherhithe) said the 
muzzling of dogs had rid the country of a horrible disease, 
and the regulation to which his hon. friend objected was 
made because cases of rabies had been imported. 

Mr. MANsFIELD (Lincolnshire, Spalding) urged the 
President of the Board of Agriculture to obtatn some in 
_quiry into the preferential rates granted by railway com 

panies to foreign as against home produce. He also 
pointed out that only a small proportion of the horses 
sent to South Africa came from this country, and 
| asked whether the Board of Agriculture could not cireu 
late among horse breeders and farmers information as to 
the requirements of the War Office. 

Sir J. RANKIN (Herefordshire, Leominster) asked what 
were the conditions on which the Board of Agriculture 
made the grants at its disposal for the encouragement of 
agricultural education’ He thought that much value 
would be attached to certificates issued by the Board of 
Agriculture to successful competitors in agricultural 
examinations. It was most desirable, for example, to 
encourage the working men in Herefordshire and Devon 
to acquire the art of pruning. 

Mr. Lewis (Flint Boroughs) drew attention to the 
amount spent on the extermination of swine fever and 
expressed the opinion that the greater part of the ex 
penditure had been as absolutely wasted as if it had been 
thrown into the Thames. The country was not satisfied 
that it had received value for its money. Afforesting 
was another subject which needed the attention of 
the Board of Agriculture, and attention should be 
viven tothe edacational institutions w hich were already 
doing good work. Money might be saved on the subject 
of swine fever and devoted to more useful purposes for 
the benefit of agriculture. 

Vr. Humpnreys-Owen (Montgomery) also supported 
the view as to the importance of afforesting and urged 
that attention should he directed to the encouragement 
f small holdings. Edueation was another important 
point, and students should be m ide familiar with sound 
thods of instruction in science while at school and 


lif 
l‘niversity colleges. . : 

Vr. WHarton (York, W.R, Ripon) thought the Com 
mittee were indebted to the hon. baronet the member for 
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Somersetshire for having brought the question of milk- | Board, and inquiry should be made. His own feeling 


blended butter under the notice of the President of the 
Board of Agriculture. Every one was anxious that the 
people should be able to get the article they paid for 
and not a blended article, and he hoped his right hon. 
friend would do what he could to remedy what was an 
admitted evil. (Hear, hear.) He desired to congratulate 
his right hon. friend on having followed up the policy of 
his predecessor with regard to rabies and upon the 
successful results of that policy. For nearly a whole 
year now there had not beena single case of rabies. As 
to the muzzling of sheep dogs, to which reference had 
been made, he would remind the Committee that these 
charming and interesting animals had more leave and 
licence than almost any other animal. The sheep dog 
was the one dog which was never put in a kennel or in 
chain and collar, and it was very necessary, when there 
was any suspicion of rabies, that he shculd be muzzled, 
for he knew of no dog which was so likely to communi- 
cate the disease. Hisright hon. friend was, he was quite 
sure, fully aware of the position of things with regard 
to swine fever and kindred diseases, and he thought 
they might safely leave the consideration of these matters 
to - President of the Board of Agriculture and his able 
staff. 

Mr. E. Wason (Clackmannan and Kinross) asked 

the right hon. gentleman if be would take some steps to 
bring to the notice of the authorities in Scotland the 
powers which the parish and county councils had to ac- 
quire allotments. 
’ Mr. Seety (Lincoln) suggested thit the right hon. 
gentleman should ccnsider the advisability of giving 
powers to county councils to prevent the use of unsound 
stallions in their district. 

Mr. J. A. Dewar (Inverness asked the President of the 
Board of Agriculture to use his influence to induce the 
War Office to encourage the breed of Highland cobs, 
which were a most serviceable class of horse. 

Mr. Heywoop JouNsToNE (Sussex, Horsham) said the 
ouestion of distribution of agricultural produce was of 
importance equal to that of the productive side of the 
industry, and he pressed on the right hon. gentleman 
that the Department should assist farmers in develop- 
ing a method by which remunerative and ready markets 
for fruit and vegetables would be available. He also 
suggested that the time had now come when the model 
clauses for securing the purity of milk supplies in large 
towns, which had been adopted in so many corpora- 
_ Bills, might be made of general application by legis- 
ation. 

Sir J. Kintocu (Perthshire, E ) and Mr. HELME (Lan- 


cashire, Lancaster) referred to the question of railway | 


rates and other matters in relation to agriculture. 

Mr. Hansury had no reason to complain that the dis- 
cussion had ranged over a considerable number of sub 
jects. The hon. member for Somerset was quite justified 
in saying that in certain parts of the country the Food 
and Drugs Act had not been carried out as efficiently as 
it might have been. The Act, however, was comparatively 
new, and it would be well to leave local authorities a 
little more time to use their powers before the Board of 
Agriculture used the reserve force the Department had 
in relation to agricultural produce. _ If local authorities 
did not use their powers he would have no unwillingness 
to use his powers for the protection of consumers from 
adulteration and in the interest of honest traders. ( Hear.) 
The Department had two inspectors engaged in watching 
the effect and the extent of the operation of the Act, 
their reports kept him fully informed, and the only 
question was, in regard to those towns where the Act 
had not been enforced, how long a period ot grace should 
be allowed before the Board of Agriculture used its 
powers. With regard to margarine the hon. member 
seemed to have information which had not reached the 











in regard to preservatives for butter and milk was to dis- 
courage their use. Several members had referred to the 
subject of horse breeding, but the funds available for 
improving the breeds of horses were not in the hands of 
his Department ; he wished they were. He would go so 
far as to say, looking to the fact that the Board of Agri- 
culture had the farmers’ interest to consider, that farmers 
had a claim to larger assistance in this matter than they 
received at the moment. It was very difficult for him 
to speak of the action of a Royal Commission, but he 
had a strong opinion that the time had come when the 
money might be expended to greater advantage in horse 
breeding than it was at the present time. When more 
peaceful times arrived he hoped to be able to soften the 
heart of the Chancellor of the Exchequer and persuade 
him that the time had come when the English farmer 
should be put on the same footing as the Irish farmer 
with regard to the premiums for horse breeding. The 
farmers might do a great deal more, however, to help 
themselves than they were doing at the present moment, 
and he was glad to notice a greater desire on the part of 
farmers to co-operate in their own interests. He sug- 
gested that they could, through the managers of the new 
elementary schools, see that the kind of education given 
in these schools was a little more fitted for the pursuits 
those educated there would have to follow, and a little 
less adapted to town life. There was now a joint com- 
mittee through which the Board of Education and the 
Board of Agriculture were working together for the 
improve.ient of agricultural education, but nothing was 
gained by the Board of Education’s allowing certain 
subjects to be included in the Code unless the managers 
themselves in every school took up these subjects. 

With regard to remounts, he had impressed on the 
War Office the desirability of making known to the 
English farmer exactly what they wanted, the number of 
horses they required every year, and what price they 
would give. The War Office had met him on these points, 
and he hoped to be able to give this information in future. 
He regretted the long retention of the Muzzling Order in 
certain districts, but this was due to the lingering of the 
disease, perhaps because of the difticulty ot enforcing the 
order strictly in sparsely populated districts in the Welsh 
county that had been mentioned, where there were few 
police. He was not in favour of exemption even for 
sheep dogs. Inthe event of an outbreak of rabies he 
should not hesitate to issue a muzzling order without 
exemptions of any kind. No loophole should be left for 
the spread of a disease so terrible as rabies. A strong 


' appeal was made in favour of the pet dog which was 


taken abroad and whose owner wanted to bring him back. 
This conntry, however, was now free from rabies with 
the exception of Carmarthen and part of the country 
round Plymouth. The Continent, on the other hand, 
was not free from it. No precautions, therefore, could 
be too severe. The reason why the regulations were now 
more stringent than before was that the old regulation, 
whereby the owner of a dog was able to take his dog 
home on keeping it in quarantine for three months in his 
own house and not then allowing it to go loose until it 
it was certified by a veterinary expert to be free from 
disease, had been grossly abused. The regulation had 
not been observed in cases. This was in itself good 
reason for the abolition of the privilege ; and since the 
muzzling order had been withdrawn in so many places 
the case for the abolition had become much stronger. It 
seemed to him, when it was considered how many 
millions of people there were in this country to be kept 
free from the risk of rabies, and how few people took 
their dogs abroad, the public health must be considered 
and not the convenience of that small body of persons. 
(Hear, hear). As to the question of swine fever, there 
had been fewer cases of that disease during the first three 
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months of this year than for several years past. 
—- ae en the disease could originate spontan- do 

eously. e Board’s veterinary surgeons had no by ‘ ity of the Medic ‘cer of He: ) 
that it could not, and that it could only be caused or Mager egy ninsiinmaniec oaks 
bacillus being conveyed. He knew that was not the Do you think he would allow it? 
general opinion of farmers, and that sume held that feed- | — Daily Mail . 
ing on maize and wash often had something to do with ies 
the disease. He was sorry to say that anthrax was 
rather gaining ground. It had been suggested that the 
Board should disseminate information mre freely as to 
the nature of this disease, but though it was easy to print 
leaflets it was not easy to get them to the farmers. It 
was very difficult for a central body to distribute 
leaflets, though a number of very well-written ones had | the South African campaign ; Major Buddicom, Major 
been printed, and he would be glad of any assistance that | Omrod, Capt. Wynne Eyton, Capt. Piercy, Capt. Owen 
could be given by the Press and the various agricultural | J. Williams, Capt. Cutton, Lieut. Wrigley, Lieut. Gritlith, 
societies in bringing them to the notice of the farmers, | Lieut. Lloyd Edwards, Lieut. Priestley, Surgeon Captain 
He had been asked a question as to how the milk stand- | Williams, and Capt. and Adjutant Holford, D.S.O., who 


He had | of an animal you condemn that part and pass the rest ! 


| do, your Honour. 





The Denbighshire Hussars Imperial Yeomanry. 


The Denbigh Free Press gives the following list of 
officers: In command, Col. Parry, D.S.O., who served 
with the Welsh Imperial Yeomanry with distinction, in 





































































































ard was working. On the whole, he thought it was work- 
ing well. He admitted it was a low standard, but there 
was no possibility of raising it at present. As to the ad- 
mission of cattle from the Argentine, he believed that 
that country was in the future going to become such an 
important suurce of supply to this country that the trade 
ought to be placed on such a footing that it should not 
be intercepted or broken into by an outbreak of disease. 
(Hear, hear.) It was quite possible that for some months 


past there had been no authenticated case of foot-and | 
mouth disease in the Argentine, but he could not shut 


his eyes to the fact that it was a very large country. 
Although the Government of that country had with the 
most complete bonw fides certified that the country was 
free from the disease, he had sufficient evidence to lead 
him to believe that they had been misled. Reference 
‘had been made to the necessity of introducing a Bill 
dealing with the worrying of sheep in Scotland. He had 
received communications on the subject from various 


local authorities ; and proposed to deal with it in a Bill | 


that would apply to Great Britain generally. 
introduce the Bill this Session, and though he did not 
hope to pass it before the prorogation it would at least 
disclose to those interested the views of the Depart- 
ment in the matter. A suggestion had also been made 
to make the milk clauses which were introduced into 
the private Bills of local authorities of general applica- 
tion. He would consider the point, for, no doubt, what 
must be good for these corporations must b+ good for the 
country generally. He hoped that after his long state 
ment the mover of the amendment would not think it 
necessary tu reduce his salary (Laughter). 

The amendment was by leave withdrawn, and the vote 
was agreed to.—The Times. 








CANCEROUS ANIMALS AS FOOD. 


Some disquieting statements were made at the Leices- 
ter County Court in the course of a case heard there on 
Saturday. ad 

One of the Corporation Meat Inspectors was giving 
evidence, when he stated that he had condemned the 
head and tongue of a certain beast becanse of cancerous 
growths, 

The Judge: Didn’t you condemn the whole carcase ° 
—No, sir. The cancer was local and did not affect the 
carcase ? 

Are you a veterinary surgeon /—No, sir. 


Who do you get your instructions from! Who ts it 


that undertakes to say that an animal affected with can 
cer is fit for food in other parts ?—It says so in the t 
ooks. 
That may possibly account for the large am 


cancer there is about. 


xt 


unt ol 
If you find the disease in one part 


He would | 


has also served with distinction in South Africa. 
- hl ; - : 

| Sergt-Farrier Davidson will act as veterinary surgeon 

| throughout the training. 

| [It is pleasant te find the V.S. described as “Sergt 

| ° ” “ 

| Farrier,” and we hope the anomaly will appeal to 

| Mr. Davidson. 


| 


Remarkable Death from Hydrophobia. 


A Llanelly telegram reports that Mr. Thomas Bowen, 
|of Garnant, has died from hydrophobia. In August, 

1900, he was bitten on the hand by a fox terrier, and he 
| was sent to the Pasteur Institute, Paris. There he 
| remained for nineteen days, and then returned home in 
' excellent health. He continued well until Monday, when 
he complained of pain in the arm, and on Tuesday the 
doctor pronounced him to be suffering from hydrophobia. 
Death took place on Wednesday. 





The Board of Agriculture bave been informed by the 
| High Commissioner for Canada that the Canadian (iy 

‘ernment have sent Mr. A. G. Hopkins, Veterinary 
| (Juarantine Officer for Canada, to this country to apply 
the tuberculin test to all cattle over six months old in 
| tended for export, for breeding purposes, from the United 
| Kingdom to Canada. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


His Majesty the King held a Levée at St. James's 
Palace at 11.30 o'clock on Monday morning. 

The following presentations to the King were made, 
the names having been previously left at the Lord 
Chamberlain’s Office and submitted for His Majesty's 
approval 7 


Ist Middlesex (Victoria 
Major General A. I. 


Lient. W. 5. 
) VRC. by 


MULVEY, Sec 
and St. George s 
Turner, O.B. 

Kytract from London Gast 


” 
on 


War Orrick, Patt MAL, June 


Srarr.-—-Vet.-D. C. Pallin retires on retired pay. 
'ypERIAL YeoMANryY. ~The undermentioned officers 
resign their commissions subject to the provision of the 
Militia and Yeomanry Act, 1991, each retaining his 
present rank and seniority, VIZ. : ‘ 
“- q 


Vet.-Lieut. T. Jones 
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Tuomas Tuompson, M.R.C.V.S., Sunderland. 
Graduated, Edin : April, 1840. 


Mr. Thompson died on May 16th, aged 89. After 
practising for some years at Wooler and then at Emble- 
ton in Northumberland, he settled in Sunderland in 
185u, where he acquired a large practice chiefly among 
agriculturists and stockowners, by whom he was much 
respected. In 188] owing to ill health he retired from 
his professional duties. He was one of the original 
founders of the North of England Veterinary Medical 
Association, and was for a long time an elder in the 
Presbyterian Church, but took no active part in munici- 
pal or other public affairs. Throughout his career he was 
upright in all his dealing and a consistent christian. The 
funeral was a very quiet one and was attended by 
Messrs. Jack, Meikle, and Mitchell, all of Sunderland. 


RoBert SaMuEL Barcuam, M.R.C.V.S., Paston, Norfolk | 


Edin: April, 1881. 


Mr. Barcham died at North Walsham, on May 3\st, 
in his 43rd year. He was the eldest son of the late 
Robert Barcham, M.R.C.V.S., of Paston. The funeral 
took place at Worstead, on Wednesday, 4th inst. 











CORRESPONDENG : 


IMPROVED SPRING MOUTH GAG FOR DOGS 
AND CATS. 
Sir, 

I read with surprise and disgust a letter in last week’s 
Record from Messrs. Arnold and Sons. 

In your issue of May 17th I described a little invention 
of my own which I found very useful. By an 
error [ wrote that part of it—a spring—was adopted 
from “ Winton’s” pattern of the human gag. It 
should have been “ Wingrave’s.” I described how the 
extremities of the bars were provided with hollow discs 
in which perforated india-rubber was placed, and how 
cg received the upper and lower canine teeth on one 
side. 

Messrs. Arnold assert that “the invention is not new,” 
and that they “introduced” it some time ago, and they 
refer me to fig. 401 of taeir catalogue fora sketch of their 
instrument, 

If your reader’s will compare Arnold’s sketch with 
mine they will see at once the important difference. 
They have simply enlarged Wingrave’s gag with the 
mouthpiece suitable for human teeth, without acknow- 
ledging the fact inany way whatever (vide catalogue, p. 
119, where they distinctly claim to be the znventors) 
=— I have invented bearings for the canine teeth of 

ogs. 

I claim that the so-called “ Reliance” mouth gag is not 
my mouth gag either in form or action ; that it is nota | 
modification but merely an enlargement of Wingrave’s | 
human mouth gag; and that my gag possesses fixtures | 
for the canine teeth which no other gag has. | 

Messrs. Arnold and Sons complete their erroneous and | 
misleading letter by a sentence that I do not care to | 
characterise in words. They say I have no right to ap- | 
point anyone as sole agents for a commercial article, and | 
they repeat that a gag similar to mine has “ been on the | 
market for years.” 

Really, I must meet this last assertion by a flat denial. 
In their reference to a “commercial article” and their | 
notion of “right” I fancy I detect their whole} 








grievance. I handed my little invention to Mr. Huish 
for manufacture. Should I have taken it to Arnolds’? 

When Messrs. Arnold next rush into print with 
accusations of plagiarism, or even of direct appropriation 
of other men’s ideas they should not direct attention to 
their catalogue. Some of your readers might have 
curiosity enough to compare catalogues of foreign 
makers and then—well, there is nothing new under the 
sun.—-Yours faithfully, 

Henry GRay. 
25 Lower Phillimore Place, W. 
June 2nd. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Sir, 

I have noticed the correspondence that has been going 
on for some time in The Veterinary Record about the 
Army Veterinary Department, and in particular the 
election addresses of Messrs. Dollar, Clarke, and West, 
in the number of May 24th. One of these gentlemen 
advocates a “boycott” as the only means of obtaining 
justice from the hands of the War Office authorities, all 
other legitimate means having failed, and judging from 
the provisions of the new Royal Warrant issued on 
March 20th he appears to be right, as the powers that 
be have done little or nothing, and utterly failed to grasp 
the fact that ours is a liberal profession and of very great 
importance in the scheme of military organisation. 

The Council of the R.V.C. it is true have taken some 
action, but their efforts have been very feeble, and it 
seems to me that a fitting opportunity would present it- 
self for some independent member, not hampered with 
dry traditions, to bring the matter before the approach- 
ing meeting of the National Veterinary Association 
in London and move a resolution something to the 
following effect : 

“We, the undersigned members of the National 
Veterinary Association, view with great resentment 
the action of the authorities at the War Office in not 
rectifying what we consider to be the legitimate griev- 
ances of the Army Veterinary Officers, particularly the 
persistent refusal to grant them Army rank and 
authority over their subordinates, which they alone of 
any branch of the service are not considered fit to enjoy. 
We consider these disabilities to be a degrading reflection 
on our profession, and till such are removed we pledge 
ourselves to use every means in our power to persuade 
our members not to enter the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment.” 

This resolution should be signed by every member in 
favour of it, and a copy sent to the Secretary of State for 
War. Care also should be taken that it is reported and 
commented on in the public press, and it would have 
more weight if it was moved by the President. 

I do not hold any special brief for the Military veteri- 
nary surgeon, but | think it is pretty well acknowledged 
that his proper recognition would be a powerful lever in 
raising the whole profession to its proper level, and that 
at the present moment it is a convenient one to work by. 
—Yours, 

PRACTITIONER. 





May 29th, 1902. 





Communications, Books, aNp Papers RECEIVED.— Col. J. 
C. Berne, Messrs. W. F. Hughes, E. W. Hoare, A. W. Hill, 
R. Rutherford, H.J. Dawes, E.R.Gibson, J. R. McCall. 
**Old Obadiah.” Eastern Evening News, 








Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names and 
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